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Opening Thoughts

* Because of his grace and power, Jesus healed a
crippled man by the pool of Bethesda.

 When the Jewish leaders saw the man carrying his
bed, they interrogated him.

e After learning that it was Jesus who healed him,
they persecuted and accused Jesus of two things:

— Of being a Sabbath-breaker.

— Of being a blasphemer by claiming equality with God.
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* Even though Jesus is great beyond imagination, he
cannot do a single thing of his own accord.

 How did Jesus see his Father working?

— As a man, Jesus learned Joseph’s trade by observing
and imitating him.

— Likewise, Jesus grew up seeking his heavenly Father by
the Word and prayer, and thus gained eyes to see his
works and a heart to do his will.

— The Father loves the Son, and shows all things to him.
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The Father and the Son (5:19-23)

* This miracle was stunning, but the Father would
show much greater things to the Son.

— As the Father raises the dead and gives life, so the Son
gives life to whom he wiill.

— As one who has the power of life, the Father has also
given Jesus the power to judge.

— Whoever refuses to honor the Son does not honor the
Father who sent him.
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* To have life, we must hear the words of the Son
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Daniel 7:13-14

“I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the
clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man,
and he came to the Ancient of Days [that is, God the
Father] and was presented before him. And to him
was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that
all peoples, nations, and languages should serve
him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which
shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall
not be destroyed.”
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The Judgment of the Son (5:24-30)

* To have life, we must hear the words of the Son
and believe the Father who sent him.

* Since the Father has vested authority in the Son,
he has the power to give life and to judge.

e As Jesus judges here and now, so he will judge on
the final day.

— He will cause all of the dead to rise again.

— He will grant eternal life and eternal judgment.
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The Judgment of the Son (5:24-30)

* Jesus concludes by repeating his opening
statement: he can do nothing on his own.

e Jesus judges as he hears his Father speak, he seeks
his Father’s will and not his own, and therefore his
judgments are just.
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What Can We Learn?

* In revealing his way of life, Jesus is inviting us into
this way of life as well.

e Jesus can do nothing from himself, and we should
seek to do nothing from ourselves.

— Let us meditate on John 5:19-30 and ponder our
present way of life.

— Let us discuss these things with one another after
church, at home, and in our Community Groups.



