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• There is a problem with this story and several
potential solutions:
– John was right and the others were wrong.
– The others were right and John was wrong.
– Jesus cleansed the temple twice, one at the beginning
and one at the end of him ministry.
– The third view is the prevailing one among
conservative scholars and pastors.
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• As pilgrims entered Jerusalem they would have
seen merchants but many more in the outer court
of the Lord, the Court of the Gentiles.
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• Discerning their spirits, Jesus answered, “Destroy
this temple and in three days I will raise it up.”
• After the resurrection, the disciples remembered
Psalm 69:9 and Jesus’ word and believed (see 2
Peter 2:16-21).
• As for the Jews, they were blind but God was at
work making the old to be new in Christ.
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• Many people believed in the name of Jesus as they
saw all the signs he did during the Passover.
• Jesus, however, did not entrust himself to them,
that is, he did not put his faith in their faith but in
his Father alone.
• This truth made Jesus free to serve for the glory of
God rather than to use for his own purposes.
• He came to be the new temple of God, and to be a
different kind of teacher and leader.
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true worship and keeping the nations from drawing near to
God?
• In what ways have we allowed our desires to overcome
God’s agenda for his people, his church?
• How can Christians be discerning about various corruptions
of the gospel without becoming hypocritical nitpickers?
• When we feel compelled to confront others, do we, like
Jesus, seek the good of those we oppose? Do we pray for
them? Lay down our lives for them?
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What Shall We Do?
• Since the temple of Jesus’ body is the eternal location of
revelation and reconciliation, and since his church is his
body, do we have an appropriate reverence for Christ and
his church?
• Why is it good news that Jesus still does not put his faith in
our faith? How does this free him and give life to us?
• As a royal priesthood, how can we keep from entrusting
ourselves to others while still maintaining appropriate
connection with others in the body of Christ?

